About Calpe

There are two main beaches in Calpe, divided geographically by the giant rock of Calpe (The Penon). There is also a very pretty harbour where fish are caught and auctioned daily at 5pm, and from where boat trips to Denia and Benidorm can be booked. The beaches are very clean and safe. 

In high summer and when the water is calm, pedaloes and banana boats can be rented out beside the coves to the right of the rock (park near the police station and walk down to the beach). These coves are also excellent for crabbing and the beach areas are quieter here. 

The Gurkha restaurant on Calle Italia (one of the side roads to the coves)  sells a lunchtime snackbox of chicken curry, rice and poppadums for between 5-7 Euros – an excellent way to picnic on the beach! 

Shopping

There are numerous large supermarkets in Calpe, as well as a large shopping centre (Mas Y Mas) in the town, with underground parking. Cravendale milk is sold at all of these outlets. However, the local fresh milk is good – semi-skimmed (semi-desnatada) is sold in blue topped bottles and full-fat in green. Around the corner from the Mas Y Mas centre is a fantastic houseware shop called Casa. 

The main shopping street in Calpe is called the Gabriel Miro. This road descends steeply to the beach and most things can be bought here. For presents, try Ale Hop, a fascinating shop that sells unusual small gifts and housewares. The Ale Hop chain has become so successful that a second store has opened, on the seafront to the left of the rock. There is also a wonderful old-fashioned department store (Galeria Aitana) on the corner of the second block up from the beachfront. At the bottom of the Gabriel Miro is a supermarket and hotel complex called the Sol Y Mar. This has a wonderful café with views right over the beach. 

There are several smaller outlets all over Calpe, but all shops close at approximately 1.30p.m. opening again from 5.30-8p.m.

Market day is Saturday in Calpe. We find it best to park in the Euroski car park and walk uphill a little way until you can see the market to your left. The market on a Tuesday in Altea is considered the best on the Costa Blanca.

Restaurants

We have left cards and flyers for several restaurants in the wall unit drawers. However, we really recommend you try the following:

El Tarascon

Probably the best restaurant in Calpe, its speciality is Argentinian Steak. If you like your steak on the rare side, ask the waiter to serve it on a hot stone, which allows you to sear the meat yourself.  The “Daily menu” is incredibly good value for food of this quality and provides a choice of soup or sweetcorn/meat pastie, a 200g steak with fries/baked potato, a salad course and a dessert, and all for approximately 15 Euros. The restaurant is closed on Mondays and is located on the Av. Ejercitos Españoles . 

Il Padrino (The Godfather)

This superb Italian restaurant located on Calle Pintor Sorolla is fast becoming our favourite place to eat. With a large outside and inside dining area, the freshly cooked pastas, risottos and pizzas are all excellent in quality and represent great value, with most main-course dishes costing between 6-7 Euros. Their “especial” menu provides a starter (bruschetta or insalata mixto), almost any pasta, pizza or meat dish, dessert and a glass of wine for E11.50. We especially recommend the Tagliatelle Calabrese (the best seafood pasta dish we’ve ever tried), the Macaroni bolognaise al horno, the spaghetti carbonara and the risotta cosa nostra (chicken and mushroom risotto) 
La Brisa Andaluza

On the seafront to the left of the rock, this restaurant has an outdoor fish display cabinet, where diners can select their meal. The paella and sangria are excellent here, as are all the meals. 

La Vina de Calpe

Situated on the Partida Merced (almost at the end of the “bumpy road” on the left) this is a very special restaurant, ideal for a celebration meal for adults and older children. The food, wine and atmosphere is of a superior quality and the chef is a genius. 

The Calpe Steakhouse

One of the most established restaurants in Calpe, this is located on the Calle Jardin. The set menus and salad bar are tremendous value – try the whole pan dishes and the fillet steak. Children will also adore the chips there! 
The Metro
Situated on the Blasco Ibañez, this is a good café/bar for light meals and televised sports. The breakfasts are especially good value. 
Spasso

Located on the beachfront at Calle Gregal2, this restaurant is great at any time of day or night. Excellent Spanish and Italian dishes and great breakfasts.
 The Timon

Situated just outside Calpe on the Moraira Road. This is a fairly pricey restaurant for dinner, but the views are fantastic, as the restaurant is situated on the rocks overlooking the sea. The food (and the Sangria) are excellent. Beside the Timon, you can rent canoes – and the water is particularly good for snorkelling and diving here.
S’Algar

Known colloquially as “The Witches Hat”, this on the Moraira Road further along from the Timon. This is more of a bar that serves food, but the views again are spectacular. 

The Asia

Situated on the Calpe-Moraira road on the left, this is an excellent restaurant serving a full range of Asian food – although the Chinese/Thai influenced dishes are the best. They provide a reasonably priced set menu and welcome large groups. 

The Harbour Restaurants

There are several restaurants along the harbour-side and all are excellent, but the Playa seems to provide the most choice for children and is good value. The waiters stand outside the restaurants and will tempt (but not hassle) you inside with free glasses of sangria and cooked fish samplers. There are large displays of fresh fish outside and diners are welcome to choose their food. All of these restaurants are well-attended by local Spanish families and the standards are high. There are set-menus at all of them. The mussels, paella and seafood platters are tremendous. Meat and pasta dishes are also available at all of them. 

To the left of these restaurants and beside a wooden deck on the water’s edge, is the Salpicante. This restaurant looks extremely upmarket and pricey, but the set menus on weekdays represent excellent value for money. 

For a light snack/breakfast or lunch, try the Café Olé on the harbour shops road.  

Old Town Restaurants and Bars
The Old Town in Calpe is a “must-visit” place, especially at night. To get there, head uphill on the Gabriel Miro and bear to your left, where you will see an archway entrance with some brightly coloured steps, leading to the Old Town. Here you will see the ancient town walls, the 15th century Church and several museums, as well as wonderful restaurants and bars. There is a different atmosphere in the Old Town and we haven’t found a bad restaurant yet. We particularly recommend the Cambalache, Los Dos Canones and Barbara’s. 
Los Dos Canones in particular is wonderful for seating large parties outside, within the spectacular setting of the original town walls and views of the cannons protecting the town. The food is astonishingly good and is equally popular with children and adults. We especially recommend the beef fillet with mushroom sauce, the fillet of lamb and the wonderful vegetarian pasta dish. 

There is also a heartbreakingly beautiful bar called La Fragatta, which is like a smugglers cove and has an amazingly chilled atmosphere.   

There are numerous Tapas Bars in and around Calpe and we haven’t found a bad one yet! Wonderful for lunchtimes and very reasonably priced. 

If you find restaurants you particularly like, do let us know via the visitors’ book. 

Take-Away
Known colloquially as “bumpy-road chicken”, the Pollos Asados café situated on the Partida Merced, a straight road with speed-humps (hence the name!) heading up to Imperial Park. From the town and beaches, this café is on the left hand-side. It sells hot chickens, which are jointed and served in foil containers. With great chips and a take-away salad, this makes a tasty but simple meal to eat on the verandah. 
From around 4-18 August, Calpe celebrates the festival of its patron saint - Virgen de las Nieves. There are processions, street parties, bull-running in the old town streets and a magnificent free firework display on the beach at midnight within the fortnight. 
Further Afield…..

There are five major theme parks in Benidorm and all are well sign-posted on the A7 motorway.

Terra Mitica is excellent for children of all ages, as it even provides smaller versions of the favourite rides. Queues are short, there is a real feeling of spaciousness and attention to detail and even the food outlets are reasonably priced and of good quality. 

Terra Natura is an Animal and Wildlife Park and is allied to Mitica. Lovely for young children especially.

Aqua Natura is a water park allied to Mitica. Fewer flumes and rides than Aqualandia, but a much more restful atmosphere. Enjoy the Sea Lion shows held twice daily.
Aqualandia is a water park and is best suited to good swimmers of 8 years or over. Beautifully set out and great fun.

Mundomar is the Costa Blanca’s version of SeaWorld. Dolphins, sea lions, otters and other marine creatures are all here, with various entertainment shows throughout the day. Easy to see everything in one day and a very relaxing theme park. 

The Fonts de S’Algar (The Waterfalls) can be found in Callosa, off the Altea Road. This is an area of outstanding natural beauty – with fresh water pools, diving boards and natural waterfalls. It is very steep and hilly, so not suitable for wheel/pushchair users, but we would thoroughly recommend it. Travel light, as there are no lockers and clothes/towels must be left on the rocks and steps. It’s also a really good idea to wear pool shoes (fully enclosed neoprene type) as the rock pools are painful underfoot! 

If you get a chance, do visit Moraira, Javea and Denia. They are all lovely coastal towns with beautiful coves, beaches and views.

Although much-maligned, Benidorm is an experience in itself. The beaches are fantastic. It is heavily developed, and very noisy, but it is the favoured destination of Brits in the 60-80 age bracket and on the seafront at least, there is an old-world, genteel quality to it. The Poniente and Finestrat beaches in Benidorm are better (and more Spanish!) than Levante. 

Altea is a fascinating area to visit, with many different facets. The marina at Mascarat off the N332 is a beautiful spot, with lots to see for yacht and boat enthusiasts and some lovely restaurants by the water’s edge. 

High up in the hills of Altea is the old town – a beautiful area with open-air artisan markets, excellent (but pricey!) restaurants and a beautiful church. 
